economies and global free trade were expected to be part of the foundation of a global economy, regardless of which strategy was adopted, Kissinger's or Brzezinski's. The Executive Committee of the Trilateral Commission issued a statement of purpose following its first meeting in October of 1973, which began by saying that global interdependence required cooperation to "counteract economic and political nationalism." The Executive Committee included the founder of Trilateral and the chairman of the CFR and of the Chase Manhattan Bank, David Rockefeller, and the soon-to-be National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski, and other leading CFR-Trilateral figures such as Richard N. Cooper, Paul Warnke, and George S. Franklin.
4
Of the 116 Americans who served on the Trilateral Commission during the 1970s, 68 were also members of the CFR. James Carter brought about half of the existing Trilateral membership into his administration. One of the specific recommendations to come out of the CFR's 1980s project was that limits be placed on democracy by taking some economic issues out of the politics of nations.
5 As we will examine later, one of the most important issues that would largely be taken off the table was the deindustrialization of the United States. The Trilateral Commission's Samuel P. Huntington praised in 1976 the commission's success in lowering the public's "expectations of what government can achieve."
6 If things cannot be done through government, then they are effectively off the table.
The Trilateral Commission, like the CFR and other parts of the upperclass private government, gets little or no coverage by major media. The creation of the commission and the fact that it quickly became something of an issue in the political arena did get a little bit of coverage. The nation's newspaper of record, the New York Times, took note in 1977 of the fact that virtually all of the important positions in the incoming Carter administration were Trilateral members, including the president himself. The author of this story, Paul Lewis, observed that the original impetus for the creation of the commission was an upsurge in economic nationalism, both outside of the United States and within.
7 Some of the domestic economic nationalism emanated from President Richard Nixon, something we will return to later. Some of it came from unions and their spokesmen in the Senate. 8 The Trilateral also made it into the newspaper of record during the 1980 Republican primaries when unsigned pamphlets circulated "criticizing Mr. Bush for his former membership in the Trilateral Commission." 9 For the most part, however, the media was silent and the purposes of the Trilateral Commission were never examined, certainly never critically.
The single most important tool available to the Trilateral-CFR crowd in its pursuit of global economic power was the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The problem was, and is, that there were too many countries in the world for invasion or war or coups to be a practical way to get compliance with the IMF agenda. Many countries do not want to follow IMF policy.
